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Return To the Dreamtime – 30 years deeper

Day and night for several months leading up to the February 2018 Return To The
Dreamtime premier concert weekend I traveled deep into the essence of where this

music lives in my being. Initiated by the process of immersing in the 30th-year
remastering of Dreamtime Return, this inspired the desire to expand upon and

present this music live for the first time since the early 90’s. 

The pragmatic work began with excavating the archived sounds, samples, 
and location recordings I created for this project in 1987/88. The sources were still
cataloged and stored in my studio, having traveled with me though many moves

and different Timeroom locations over the years.

All of the essential sounds and samples were still in working order on 512 kb floppy disks
and 80s-era hard drives for the Emu samplers. The original analog synth patches have

continuously lived in my Oberheim Xpander as well. The technical side was just one
part of the process in the reconnection to this pivotal time. 

The live-in-a-studio-like environment of Solar Culture’s Galactic Center was essential
in this recording; the energy of the packed in-house audience combined with the

worldwide listeners tuning into SomaFM’s live broadcast supercharged the
atmosphere of the space and momentum into this moment. 

As these portals to the Dreamtime experience were opened, memories
and tactile sensations of my time in Australia along with the epiphanies

from then into now flooded my creative consciousness, placing me directly
into this realm of a return within the Return.

Steve Roach 
June 2018

Now fifty-nine years since that first LsD trip, it
remains impossible for me to return to the life i led
before, unable to take myself, my mind, and the
social world around me as seriously. i am acutely
aware of the fact that everything i perceive,
everything within and around me is a creation of my
own consciousness. Every second presents me with a
golden chance to tune in, to break through, to glorify,
to really groove and dance with one great song. 

From that moment on i would no longer be an
American, a Harvard instructor, a twentieth
centurian. i was a visitor to this modern artificial
stage set. A carrier of the ancient message. An
itinerant announcer sent from central broadcasting.
Waiting for the appropriate moment to interject the
commercial – we interrupt this program for a brief
message. Tune in on the big picture. 

Tim, where are you now?
Conceived, produced, arranged, edited, processed & mixed by sam Rosenthal.

Cover painting by Alana Colby, other artwork by Ana-Karina Nazare and 
Hanabi s. Blackmoor. graphic design by sam. Mastered by Martin Bowes 

in the Cage. Thanks to everyone who said “yes” and gave their time to create 
this album plus those who helped make the connections that brought it all together.

special thanks to Zach Leary. Timothy Leary cut-up texts © FuTiQuE TRusT.
Reproduced under license of the FuTiQuE TRusT.  All rights reserved. 

Music © seireenien Music, BMi.

projekt.com  |  projektrecords.bandcamp.com



Art: Hanabi s. Blackmoor



Trip 1, Trip 2, Trip 3, and Trip 4
written by sam
sam • electronics
Jarguna • oscillation generator on Trip 4

2 the Alabaster reliquary of glittering ashes
written by Erik / sam / Henrik 
Erik Wøllo • processed electric guitars & synthesizers
Henrik Meierkord • cello
sam • electronics 

3 Reality-tunnel
written by Erik / sam / Mark 
West / Part 1 

Erik • electric guitars & guitar synthesizers 
Brian Viglione • percussion
sam • electronics & acoustic guitar

East / Part 2 
Mark seelig • bansuri flute & tamboura
Brian Parnham • modular and virtual synthesizers
steve Roach • modular synthesizer drones 

5 under the bright Cuernavaca sky
written by theAdelaidean / sam 
theAdelaidean • electronics
sam • electronics & harmonium

6 Starseed 
written by Forrest / sam / Ryan 
Forrest Fang • virtual piano 
Ryan Lum • electric and acoustic guitars
Anji Bee • voice
sam • electronics

8 PSY PHI love means High Fidelity 
written by Byron / Martin / Ryan / Anji / sam
Byron Metcalf • frame drum & udu
Martin Bowes • modular synthesizer bass
Ryan • acoustic guitar
Anji • voice
sam • electronics

9 Frail filament of light 
written by Henrik / sam 
Henrik • cello
steve • modular synthesizer textures  

10 Molecular symbol, thinking
written by steve / sam 
steve • modular and analog synthesizers 
Erik • processed electric guitar textures
Jarguna • ending modular synthesizer textures
sam • electronics

11 Escape! It’s about time.
written by Nathan / sam 
Nathan Youngblood • modular synthesizers & sitar
Erik • modular synthesizer
sam • electronics

13 Turn off your mind, float downstream
written by Brian / Erik / sam  
Erik • electric guitar loop  
Brian Parnham • modular and virtual synthesizers & trace elements
Mike VanPortfleet • ending electric guitar  textures
sam • electronics



Amber Case, cyborg anthropologist and author

Alex Cox, director of Repo Man and Sid & Nancy

Rick Doblin, executive director of the Multidisciplinary Association for 
Psychedelic Studies 

Alex Grey, artist and co-founder of The Chapel of Sacred Mirrors

Allyson Grey, artist and co-founder of The Chapel of Sacred Mirrors

Lee Ranaldo, founding member and guitarist of Sonic Youth

Douglas Rushkoff, media theorist, host and author of Team Human

Reggie Watts, bandleader on CBS’ The Late Late Show with James Corden
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